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Ísleifur Jónsson 23.01 1951  Iceland 

The Butler and the Undertaker

Kong Harald V, on a official visit

to Iceland 1992, asked him to be 

the main Butler in official 

ceremonies in Iceland. 

Certifications of a of fine service 

as a “Hovmester “
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The Butler and the Undertaker

• Graduated form the Hotel and restaurant school in Iceland 1970 

• Worked as an restaurant manager and managing director for 23 years 

in one of the most sophisticated  hotel in Iceland - Loftleiðir
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The Butler and the Undertaker

In 1993, he started to work for the biggest undertaker office in Reykjavik as a 

managers and later on as a director. He worked there until 2015. That year he 

was fired, ages of 64. Official reason was  new structure of the business. 
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The Butler and the Undertaker

I took a chance, this was a bit 

frightening, but I was well 

known in the business, had my 

network and a very good 

partner, friend and wife 

Steinunn who stood by me and 

is now working in the firm  

We have grandkids, big family, we breeds 

dogs – BUT  we where not ready to retiree 

at the ages of 64…
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The Butler and the Undertaker – the questions and the doubts …

Are we too old ?

Will we be able to create 

new business ?

How much time will the 

start up take ?

What about the 

competitions ?

What about marketing ?

Social media and net ?
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The Butler and the Undertaker – New business is born 

Elegant funeral car was bought  

Refurnished receptions at home 

Experienced in the 

undertaker service 
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The Butler and the Undertaker – New business is born 
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The Butler and the Undertaker – good advice for seniors  

• Not as difficult as anticipated
• “ Remodel” your self – create new cv or 

visit card 
• Know what´s valuable & sellable about 

ages like: 
• Experience 
• Few sick days 
• Live time of networking 
• Skills – like problem-solving and attitude 

• Resilience 
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Ísleifur Jónsson & his wife Steinunn Magnúsdóttir 

✓ Entrepreneur’s in their seniors years at 64

✓ Successful business,2 funerals per week

✓ Have part time workers 

✓ Great role model   

The Butler and the Undertaker is still going strong 

He has kept his humor all the way, still asking the 

questions from the old days as a Waiter in a fine             

restaurant  ñ Anything else before I close “  


